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P21-22 [Mayor Undersee] tells of the history of Panem, the country that 

rose up out of the ashes of a place that was once called North America. 

He lists the disasters, the droughts, the storms, the fires, the 

encroaching seas that swallowed up so much of the land, the brutal war 

for what little sustenance remained. The result was Panem, a shining 

Capitol ringed by thirteen districts, which brought peace and prosperity 

to its citizens. Then came the Dark Days, the uprising of the districts 

against the Capitol. Twelve were defeated, the thirteenth obliterated. 

The Treaty of Treason gave us the new laws to guarantee peace and, 

as our yearly reminder that the Dark Days must never be repeated, it 

gave us the Hunger Games. 

The rules of the Hunger Games are simple. In punishment for the 

uprising, each of the twelve districts / must provide one girl and one 

boy, called tributes, to participate. The twenty-four tributes will be 

imprisoned in a vast outdoor arena that could contain anything from a 

burning desert to a frozen wasteland. Over a period of several weeks,  
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the competitors must fight to the death. The last tribute standing wins. 

Taking the kids from our districts, forcing them to kill one another while 

we watch – this is the Capitol’s way of reminding us how totally we are 

at their mercy. How little chance we would stand of surviving another 

rebellion. Whatever words they use, the real message is clear. “Look 

how we take your children and sacrifice them and there’s nothing you 

can do. If you lift a finger, we will destroy every last one of you. Just as 

we did in District Thirteen.” 

To make it humiliating as well as torturous, the Capitol requires us to 

treat the Hunger Games as a festivity, a sporting event pitting every 

district against the others. The last tribute alive receives a life of ease 

back home, and their district will be showered with prizes, largely 

consisting of food. All year, the Capitol will show the winning district 

gifts of grain and oil and even delicacies like sugar while the rest of us 

battle starvation. 
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P377-78  

A full, beautiful moon emerges, and even without the [night vision] 

glasses I can see outside. I can’t decide if the moon is real or 

merely a projection of the Gamemakers. I know it was full shortly 

before I left home. Gale and I watched it rise as we hunted into 

the late hours. 

How long have I been gone? I’m guessing it’s been about two 

weeks in the arena, and there was that week / of preparation in 

the Capitol. Maybe the moon  has completed its cycle. For some 

reason, I badly want it to be my moon, the same one I see from 

the woods around District 12. That would give me something to 

cling to in the surreal world of the arena, where the authenticity of 

everything is to be doubted. 
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“Ask yourself, do you really trust the people you’re working 

with? Do you really know what’s going on? And if you don’t… 

find out.”  

(Mockingjay, UK 2011 edition, p134 & p136) 
 



Katniss Everdeen Peeta Mellark Gale Hawthorn  Rue 

Cato  Haymitch Abernathy Effie Trinket  Cinna 



Katniss Everdeen Peeta Mellark Gale Hawthorn  Rue 

Cato  Haymitch Abernathy Effie Trinket  Cinna 
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What’s in a name? 
 

The Hunger Games P63  

‘Small, bluish tubers that don’t look like much but 

boiled or baked are as good as any potato. 

“Katniss,” I said aloud. It’s the plant I was named for. 

And I heard my father’s voice joking, “As long as 

you can find yourself, you’ll never starve.” 
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P221  

The girl with the arrows, Glimmer I hear someone 

call her – ugh, the names the people in District 1 

give their children are so ridiculous – anyway, 

Glimmer scales the tree until the branches begin to 

crack under her feet and then has the good sense 

to stop. 
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Mockingjay P260-63 
“[T]he significant difference between Thirteen and the Capitol are the 

expectations of the populace. Thirteen was used to hardship, whereas 

in the Capitol, all they’ve known is Panem et Circenses.” 

“What’s that?” I [Katniss] recognize Panem, of course, but the rest is 

nonsense. 

“It’s a saying from thousands of years ago, written in a language called 

Latin about a place called Rome,” [Plutarch] / explains. “Panem et 

Circenses translates into ‘Bread and Circuses’. The writer was saying 

that in return for full bellies and entertainment, his people had given up 

their political responsibilities and therefore their power.” 

I think about the Capitol. The excess of food. And the ultimate 

entertainment. The Hunger Games. “So that’s what the districts are for. 

To provide the bread and the circuses.” 

“Yes. And as long as that kept rolling in, the Capitol could control its 

little empire. Right now, it can provide neither…”  



Did you know? The working title ofThe Hunger Games film was Artemis.  

Artemis is the Greek goddess of hunting and recognised by her bow and arrow. 
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Ryan Graber, © 

2011: The New York 

Times Company 

Suzanne Collins’s War Stories for Kids 

By SUSAN DOMINUS 

(susan.dominus@nytimes.com)  

P4 As her primary influence, Collins, who has 

a love of classical plays, frequently cites the 

Greek myth of Theseus and the Minotaur, in 

which the people of Athens are required by 

their Cretan adversaries to offer up seven 

boys and seven girls for sacrifice to the deadly 

Minotaur, a half-human monster who lives in a 

maze. “I was also heavily influenced by the 

historical figure Spartacus,” she said. “Katniss 

follows the same arc from slave to gladiator to 

rebel to face of a war.”  

  

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/10/magazine/

mag-10collins-t.html?_r=2& (April 8, 2011)  
A version of this article appeared in print on April 10, 

2011, on page MM30 of the Sunday Magazine. 



About the Books (from Scholastics’ website) 

 

In a future with unsettling parallels to our present, 

the nation of Panem consists of an all-powerful 

Capitol, surrounded by 12 oppressed Districts that 

provide all its needs. Just as the Romans gave their 

population “panem et circenses” —bread and 

circuses—to control them by keeping them 

entertained, so has the Capitol devised the Hunger 

Games, a survival contest on live TV in which 

teenagers fight to the death. 
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P55 ‘We examine the faces of the kids who will be our 

competition. A few stand out in my mind. A monstrous boy 

who lunges forward to volunteer from District 2. A fox-

faced girl with sleek red hair from District 5. A boy with a 

crippled foot from District 10. And most hauntingly, a 

twelve-year-old girl from District 11. She has dark brown 

skin and eyes, but other than that she’s very like Prim in 

size and demeanour.’ 
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P151 The girl tribute from District 1, looking provocative in a see-

through gold gown… her mentor didn’t have any trouble coming 

up with an angle for her. …she’s sexy all the way. …. The 

monstrous boy from / District 2 is a ruthless killing machine. The 

fox-faced girl from District 5 is sly and elusive. …The crippled 

boy from 10 is very quiet. …. 

Rue, who is dressed in a gossamer gown complete with wings, 

flutters her way to Caesar. …. 

The boy tribute from District 11, Thresh, has the same dark skin 

as Rue, but the resemblance stops there. He’s one of the giants, 

probably six and a half feet tall and built like an ox, but I noticed 

he rejected the invitations from the Career Tributes to join their 

crowd. Instead he’s been very solitary, speaking to no one, 

showing little interest in training. 
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The Hunger Games, 2008 (pages 2011 UK edition) 

Name District 

Prim (p3)  / Primrose Everdeen (p24) 12 

Buttercup (p3) 12 

Gale (p7) 12 

“Catnip” / Katniss (p8) Everdeen (p21) 12 

Effie Trinket (p8) Capitol escort 

Greasy Sae (p13) 12 

Madge, the mayor’s daughter (p13) 12 
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Name District 

Mayor Undersee, Madge’s father (p21) 12 

Haymitch Abernathy (p23) 12 

Peeta Mellark (p30) / “Lover Boy” 

(p261) 

12 

Joanna Mason (p49) 7 

Venia (p74) Capitol prep team 

Flavius (p75) Capitol prep team 

Octavia (p75) Capitol prep team 

Cinna (p76) Capitol stylist to Katniss 

Portia, Cinna’s partner (p80) Capitol stylist to Peeta 
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Name District 

Venia (p74) Capitol prep team 

Flavius (p75) Capitol prep team 

Octavia (p75) Capitol prep team 

Cinna (p76) Capitol stylist to Katniss 

Portia, Cinna’s partner (p80) Capitol stylist to Peeta 

Atala (p114) Capitol head trainer 

Rue (p121) District 11 

Caesar Flickerman (p150) Capitol Hunger Games host 

and interviewer 

Thresh (p151) District 11 

Titus (p172) District 6 
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P172 He’ll probably turn into one of those raging beast 

tributes, the kind who tries to eat someone’s heart after 

they’ve killed them. There was a guy like that a few 

years ago from District 6 called Titus. He went 

completely savage and the Gamemakers had to have 

him stunned with electric guns to collect the bodies of 

the players he’d killed before he ate them. There are 

no rules in the arena, but cannibalism doesn’t play well 

with the Capitol audience, so they tried to head it off. 

There was some speculation that the avalanche that 

finally took out Titus was specifically engineered to 

ensure the victor wasn’t a lunatic. 
 



Titus 

Titus is mentioned briefly as a former tribute who 

resorted to cannibalism in the Hunger Games arena. 

Cannibalism also features in Shakespeare’s Roman 

tragedy Titus Andronicus. Of course, the 

Shakespearean work that contains the most names in 

common with the Hunger Games series is Julius 

Caesar: Caesar, Brutus, Portia, Cinna, Cato, and 

Flavius. 

‘What’s in a Name in The Hunger Games’, John M. 

Cunningham, March 23, 2012 

http://www.britannica.com/blogs/2012/03/whats-in-a-name-

hunger-games/ 
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Titus,  

Julie Taymor 

(Dir.), 1999 
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P93 The servers, all young people dressed in white tunics like the one who 

gave us wine, move wordlessly to and from the table, keeping the platters and 

glasses full. P94 “Oh! I know you!” …The expression of terror that crosses her 

face only adds to my confusion and unease. She shakes her head in denial 

quickly and hurries away from the table.  

When I look back, the four adults are watching me like hawks. 

“Don’t be ridiculous, Katniss. How could you possibly know an Avox?” snaps 

Effie. “The very thought.” 

“What’s an Avox?” I ask stupidly. [pl Avoxes p102] 

“Someone who committed a crime. They cut her / tongue so she can’t speak,” 

says Haymitch. “She’s probably a traitor of some sort. Not likely you’d know 

her.” 

“And even if you did, you’re not to speak to one of them unless it’s to give an 

order,” says Effie. “Of course, you don’t really know her.” 

….”Of course, that’s who I was thinking of [Delly Cartwright, as suggested by 

Peeta]. It must be the hair,” I say. 

“Something about the eyes, too,” says Peeta. 

The energy at the table relaxes. “Oh well. If that’s all it is,” says Cinna. 
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P168 “My covers are drawn back but there’s no sign 

of the red-headed Avox girl. I wish I knew her name. 

I should have asked it. She could write it down 

maybe. Or act it out. But perhaps that would only 

result in punishment for her.” 
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 Lavinia - Titus 
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Name District 

Claudius Templesmith (p178) Capitol Hunger Games 

announcer 

“Foxface” (p190) District 5 

Cato (p220) District 2 

Glimmer (p221) District 1 

Clove (p320) District 2 

Rooba, the butcher (p327) District 12 
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District Product Names 

1* Luxuries (1) Glimmer; Marvel; Cashmere; Gloss 

2* Stone (2); 

Peacekeepers (2); 

arms (3) 

Cato; Clove; Brutus; Enorbia;  

Peacekeepers - Cray; Darius; Romulus Thread  

3 Factories producing 

TV, cars and 

explosives (1); 

Electronic gadgets (2) 

Wiress; Beetee 

4* Fishing (1) Finnick Odair (retiarius); Annie Cresta; Mags 

5 “Foxface” 

6 Titus 

7 Lumber and Paper (2) Johanna Mason; Blight 

8 Textiles (2) Twill; Bonnie; Cecilia; Woof 

9 
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District Produce Names 

10 Cattle (2) Dalton 

11 Agriculture (1) Rue; Thresh; Chaff; Seeder 

12 Coal (1) Katniss, Prim[rose] Everdeen; Peeta Mellark; Haymitch 

Abernathy; Delly Cartwright; Hazelle; Gale; Rory; Vick; 

Posy; Greasy Sae; Ripper; Mayor Undersee; Maisilee 

Donner; Purnia; Leevy; Bristol; Thom;  

Peacekeepers – Cray; Darius; Romulus Thread 

(originally from 2) 

13 Graphite (1); 

Uranium/ 

Nuclear 

Development 

[Alma] Coin; Boggs; Jackson; Legg; Mitchell; Homes 



Cato and Brutus 

As a long-time ally of the Capitol, District 2 enjoys 

preferential treatment from its rulers. This close relationship 

might explain the Roman names of two District 2 natives: 

Cato, a tribute in the 74th Hunger Games, and Brutus, a 

tribute from a previous Games. (The latter first appears in 

Catching Fire, the second book in the series.) Feared in the 

arena for their fierceness, each bears the name of strong 

political opponents of Julius Caesar: Marcus Portius Cato 

(Cato the Younger) and Marcus Junius Brutus. 
‘What’s in a Name in The Hunger Games’, John M. 

Cunningham, March 23, 2012 

http://www.britannica.com/blogs/2012/03/whats-in-a-name-

hunger-games/ 
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Catching Fire UK edition 2011 p301 

This is the first time I realize the depth of 

betrayal felt among the victors and the 

rage that accompanies it. But they are so 

smart, so wonderfully smart about how 

they play it, because it all comes back to 

reflect on the government and President 

Snow in particular. Not everyone. There 

are the old throwbacks, like Brutus [who 

volunteered] and Enorbia, who are just 

here for another Games, and those too 

baffled or drugged or lost to join in on the 

attack. 

District 2 Victors 

Brutus and Enorbia 
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Marcus Porcius Cato Uticensis (The Younger Cato) 

• 95-46BC 

• Opposed to Caesar 

• Protector of the mos maiorum (ancestral customs) and 

their values 

• Member of the boni, who think likewise 

• Leads troops on a march across Africa 

• Establishes Quintus Caecilius Metellus Pius Scipio as 

general of the Pompeian troops 

• Has a loud voice and nasty temper 

• Commits suicide rather than accept a pardon from Caesar 

using a short sword 

• Dies hard 









Seneca Crane 

Seneca Crane is the Head Gamemaker of the 74th Hunger 

Games, in charge of the event’s design and execution. As 

such, he perhaps resembles Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

(Seneca the Younger), who, as a praetor (“judicial officer”) 

of ancient Rome, might have been “responsible for the 

production of the public games.” 

‘What’s in a Name in The Hunger Games’, John M. 

Cunningham, March 23, 2012 

http://www.britannica.com/blogs/2012/03/whats-in-a-name-

hunger-games/ 
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Catching Fire UK 2011 edition P24  

 

“If the Head Gamemaker, Seneca Crane, had had any 

brains, he’d have blown you to dust right then [when Katniss 

pulled out the poisonous berries]. But he had an unfortunate 

sentimental streak. So here you are. Can you guess where 

he is?” [President Snow] asks. 

I nod because, by the way he says it, it’s clear that Seneca 

Crane has been executed. 
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Lucius Annaeus Seneca (The Younger Seneca) 

• Born 4BC-AD1 

• Philosopher, dramatist and both tutor and counsellor 

to Nero 

• Maintained a good influence over Nero AD49-55, 

after which his influence waned and Nero turned to 

murder 

• Refused permission to retire in AD62 

• In AD65 Nero forced him to commit suicide for his 

alleged part in the unsuccessful Pisonian conspiracy. 

• He models his death on that of Socrates by taking 

hemlock as well as opening his veins in the bath. 
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Seneca Crane and the nightlock berries. Execution or suicide? 
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Role Name 

Escort Effie Trinket 

Stylists Cinna; Portia 

Prep Team Venia; Flavius; Octavia 

President [Coriolanus] Snow 

Slaves (Avoxes) Darius; Lavinia 

Head Trainer Atala 

Interviewer Caesar Flickerman 

Announcer Claudius Templesmith  

Head Gamemaker Seneca Crane; Plutarch Heavensbee 

Head Gamemaker’s Assistant Fulvia Cardew 

Shopkeeper (former stylist) Tigris 

Head Doctor Dr Aurelius 

Propo Team Cressida; Castor; Pollux; Mesala 
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Seneca Crane: “Lucia, get a camera.” 



Cinna 

• Lucius Cornelius Cinna – 

contemporary of Sulla; anti-Sulla; 

believer in ordered government 

• Lucius Cornelius Cinna – 

contemporary of Julius Caesar; 

pro-republican; proscribed in 

43BC 

• Gaius Helvius Cinna – poet and 

contemporary of Catullus and 

Julius Caesar; tribune in 44BC 

and lynched by a mob after 

Caesar’s death when they mistook 

him for Lucius Cornelius Cinna 
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http://capitolcouture.pn/home 
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President Coriolanus Snow & Plutarch Heavensbee (Head Gamemaker) 


