
* = Character P = Information point LN = Light Night event 

Greek and Roman Underworld Route(s) 

1) * City Museum, meet Circe and Aeneas for guidance. 

NB statue of Circe (Alfred Drury, 1894) by the gift shop. 

2) * Leeds College of Art (Gate of Taenarus) P. 1903, 

Bedford and Kilson, mosaic by Gerald Moira of laurel 

wreaths and Muses of Art and Design in the “new vitreous 

mosaic” tiles by Rust & Co. 

either 3a) Carpe Diem (Tartarus) via Millennium Square 

and Civic Hall (1931-33, E. Vincent Harris), where carved 

keystones above the side windows include a Roman 

victory monument – an empty suit of a dead enemy‟s 

armour hung on a tree. There were Roman forts in Adel 

and on the site of the Quarry Hill Flats (1931-41 to 1978). 

or 3b) War Memorial (Vale of Heroes) P. The winged 

figure with bowed head by Ian Judd (1992) could be 

Psyche. Psyche is the personification of the soul for the 

Greeks and Romans, who believed that souls had wings.  

From 3b to 6 along Park Row. Note the Greek key border 

and the draped funerary urns on the corner of Park Row 

and The Headrow on the Sports Bar (the former Branch 

Bank of England building, 1862-4 by P. C. Hardwick). 

Hermes/Mercury wearing a hat with wings will guide you 

on your way in his role as psychopomp (the guide of souls 

to the River Styx). He appears on several buildings, 

including over the door of the former Post Office. 

4) * Town Hall (Hades‟ Palace), 1852-8 by Cuthbert 

Brodrick, features: a 10 column Corinthian colonnade; 

carvings of fasces – the bundles of rods and axes carried 

by Roman magistrates as a sign they could use corporal 

and capital punishment – by the main doors; the heads of 

Heracles/Hercules and Dionysus/Liber/Bacchus on the 

Oxford Place side wall, P. Find Persephone in the portico. 

From 4 to 5 or 4 to 3b): Athenaeum House (1890, William 

Bakewell), corner of East Parade and The Headrow, next 

to Mr. Foley’s, has classically robed figures as the Arts. 

5) Atlas House (Deepest Tartarus) – now the restaurant 

ego – on the corner of St. Paul‟s Street and East Parade 

(1910, Perkin and Bulmer); sculpture by Thewlis & Co. P. 

From 5 to 6 along Infirmary Street, past the eagle which 

pecked out Prometheus‟ liver, perched on the former 

Yorkshire Penny Bank building (1893-4, G. B. Bulmer). 

6) * City Square (Elysian Fields) „Morn‟ and „Eve‟ (1893-

1903, Alfred Drury) as nymphs with torches appear as 

Eleusinian initiates, who worshipped Demeter and 

Persephone and were assured of a carefree afterlife in the 

most pleasant part of the Underworld. P on the statue 

closest to the Greek-key-bordered Majestyk (the former 

Majestic Cinema, 1921 by Pascal J. Stienlet). 

From 6 to 7 Sculpture of Demeter/Ceres on the parapet of 

Flares (the former Yorkshire District Bank, 1899 by G. W. 

Gwyther) overlooking Boar Lane. For full directions to Dark 

Arches see Egyptian Underworld Route 3. 

7) * Dark Arches (1864-9) over the Aire (River Styx). P 

8) Calls Fountain spherical brushed metal sculpture, 

Regeneration, 1995 (Sisyphus‟s boulder). P 

9) Centenary Bridge (1992) over the Aire (River Acheron) 

tantalises Tantalus. P 

10) Parkinson Building, Leeds 

University (Court of Minos): Greek 

Revival Style by Thomas Lodge (1926), 

formal opening 1951. Follow signs to the 

1
st
 floor for an exhibition on Greek and 

Roman life, death and afterlife and to 

speak to an expert on ancient religion. 

Along Woodhouse Lane, note gateposts 

with laurel wreaths, as worn by victorious 

actors, musicians or athletes. 

Egyptian Underworld Route 

1) City Museum. P. The tomb of 

Nesyamun („Servant of Amun‟), so 

named because he was a priest of the 

god Amun.  Amun was the name given to 

the sun-god (Ra) during his regeneration 

in the hours of the night. The sun-god 

died at sunset and was re-born at dawn, 

offering this to all.  

Follow Nesyamun‟s Ba (the ancient 

Egyptian‟s immortal personality, which is 

depicted as a bird and can travel away 

from the body in the tomb) from the City 

Museum, across Millennium Square, 

noting the Civic Hall (1931-33, E. 

Vincent Harris) and freestanding 

obelisks (2000, John Thorpe) to your 

right. Turn left and go past the sculpture 

‘Both Hands’ (2001, Kenneth Armitage) 

into 



2) Mandela Gardens (Celestial Waters, Akeb). P attached 

to the large display board in the centre. 

Cross the road towards Carpe Diem, turn right and cross 

the road again. Continue your journey past the back of 

Town Hall (1852-8 by Cuthbert Brodrick), noting the 

decorative ram‟s head over the rear entrance – a symbol of 

Amun, who was depicted as a ram-headed man. Turn left 

onto Oxford Place, noting the obelisk finials on the 

Methodist Church (1896-1903 by G. F. Darby and W. H. 

Thorpe). LN sheep and flying birds. You may enter the 

Town Hall LN and make a paper boat to show you have 

made a pilgrimage to Abydos or go back to the Central 

Library LN and perform the ceremony of the Opening of 

the Mouth to enable the occupant of that tomb to regain 

the use of their senses in the afterlife. Otherwise proceed 

directly by any route to  

3) City Square (the Field of Reeds, Sekhet Iaru). P on the 

statue nearest No. 1 City Square (1996-98 by Abbey 

Hanson Rowe), with its decorative bronze stylised lotus 

blossoms, as found in the Nile, and sculpture of flying 

birds.  

Sustained by the glimpse of the paradise that awaits the 

for those who can successfully travel through the 

Underworld, set off renewed towards the Train Station, 

noting the obelisks on the Queen’s Hotel (1937, W. H. 

Hamlyn), but continue past it into the road tunnel and turn 

right into Dark Neville Street (sign-posted Granary Wharf 

and City Inn) and 

4) Dark Arches (1864-69 by Robert Hodgson and T. E. 

Harrison). Journey with the sun-god (Ra) through the realm 

of Sokar in the fourth hour of the night. P on the far side of 

the bridge over the River Aire (Underground Nile). 

Turn left to Granary Wharf, then turn right and follow the 

path by the water to the Candle Tower. Circle it and cross 

over the river by the bridge. In the eight hour of the night 

Ra bursts open the door of the tomb in a blaze of light, so 

as you proceed forward bearing left, note the slender, 

octagonal-crowned, left-hand chimney at Tower Works 

(1864-6 by Thomas Shaw), which resembles the Tower of 

Pharos – the lighthouse at Alexandria – one of seven 

wonders of the ancient world. Turn right onto Globe 

Parade and go past the Midnight Bell and Cross Keys until 

you reach a patch of astroturf on the corner of Marshall 

Street, turn left and before you on the right you will see 

5) * Temple Mills (Hall of Trial, Hall of Ma’at). The office 

block (1838-43, to a design by Joseph Bonomi Jnr., an 

Egyptologist and curator of the Soane Museum) is based 

on the Temple of Horus at Edfu in Egypt and is decorated 

with lotus columns, protective snakes – guardians against 

the sun‟s enemies during the hours of the night and 

guardians of Pharaoh at all times, hieroglyphs and winged 

solar discs – the symbol of Horus. Horus was the falcon-

headed god, son of Osiris, king of the Underworld (Duat). 

Horus was associated with the sun-god (Ra) in his 

regenerating phase and was responsible for leading those 

who died by drowning (whose bodies could not be buried) 

safely to the Hall of Trial and leading the righteous who 

passed the tests in that Hall to meet Osiris and live with the 

gods in the Field of Reeds (Sekhet Iaru). P on the gate.  

To gain immortality you must let Horus weigh your heart – 

the seat of consciousness, which records your deeds – 

against the goddess Ma‟at‟s feather of Truth. To pass the 

test, repeat “I am pure” five times and weigh the heart 

scarab torn from this sheet, or show evidence of your 

pilgrimage to Abydos (a sign that you are already favoured 

by Osiris). This successfully reunites your Ba and Ka 

letting you become an Ahk, a Blessed Soul. 

To experience the full story of Ra‟s journey and his 

promise of resurrection, consider going to The Crossing 

LN. Board the solar boat at Victoria Gardens and journey 

to the Left Bank Arts Centre in Hyde Park. 

 

 

Journey through Leeds‟ Egyptian, Greek and Roman 

Underworlds. Learn about Leeds‟ art and architecture 

and about ancient beliefs about the afterlife. 

Be guided by Nesyamun, Circe and Aeneas. 

Speak to the denizens, watch their stories play out or 

help Orpheus, Eurydice, Demeter and Persephone 

find each other. Get a prophecy from the Sibyl Pay 

the Ferryman, Charon. Let Horus to weigh your soul. 

 

Eleanor OKell and Robert Elliott 

http://underworldsliveinleeds.blogspot.com/ 

Cast: Circe – Sue Hamstead; Aeneas – Regine 

May; Charon – Paul Wilson; Persephone – 

Rachel Meadows; Orpheus/Eurydice – Rachel 

Elderkin; Demeter – Samantha Rayner; the Sibyl 

of Cumae – Eleanor OKell; Horus – Bob Buxton.  

Photos in City Museum: Robert Elliott 
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Underworlds Live in Leeds 

Two obols to pay the Ferryman and a heart scarab  

with Spell 30 in the Book of the Dead, which tells 

your heart not to give away your guilty secrets. 

     


